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Parenting—What can be said that hasn’t already been said? 

By Steven Hall, elder and evangelist of Union Grove Church of Christ 
CLEVELAND, TN  

“CHALLENGES” 

It seems every generation has   
implemented and employed its 
own techniques in regard to rais-
ing children. Perhaps you’re fami-
liar with Dr. Benjamin Spock, a 
very famous pediatrician, who 
wrote a book in 1946, entitled Ba-
by and Child Care. His book be-
came one of the best sellers of all 
time, in regard to how one should 
parent his or her child.  In his 
book, he said parents should be 
encouraged to treat their children 
with more affection and with a 
greater flexibility. We find that a 
generation was, of course, swayed 
into rearing their children in such 
a fashion.  
 But the greatest book that has 
ever been, in regard to parenting, 
is, of course, the Holy Bible. The 
Bible instructs us how we can be 
parents in a godly fashion.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 First, the Bible tells us children 
are a blessing from the Lord; 
therefore, we are to love them, 
care for them, provide for them, 
and pray for them. … when one 
prays for his or her children, who 
else is going to lift up their names 
before God if their parents do not 
do so? Children certainly are a 
great blessing of the Lord. The 
psalmist reminds us of that in 
Psalm 127, beginning in verse 3: 
“Behold, children are a heritage 
from the Lord, the fruit of the 
womb is a reward. Like arrows in 
the hand of a warrior, so are the 
children of one’s youth. Happy is 
the man who has his quiver full of 
them; they shall not be ashamed, 
but shall speak with their enemies 
in the gate.” 

 … In 1 Timothy 5:8,  Paul re-
minds us of our duty to provide  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for our children, when he writes:  
“But if anyone does not provide 
for his own, and especially for 
those of his household, he has de-
nied the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever”  (NKJV). Therefore, 
parents are just that—they are 
stewards over young minds and 
over young souls. Therefore, it is 
wise for us to raise our children in 
the old paths (Jeremiah 6:16). 
 One of the worst crimes, per-
haps, that can ever be committed 
is that of physically harming a 
child. But, it is also very serious 
to harm or to neglect the child’s 
spiritual condition as well, for 
there are greater consequences.    
It is important to rear a child on 
spiritual matters, and this princi-
ple is found in Deuteronomy 11, 
beginning in verse 18:  

Therefore you shall lay up 
these words of mine in your 
heart and in your soul, and 
bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes.  
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